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Case study #15: Tzipori catchment

Case study cluster: small streams and basins

Country: Israel

Scientific partner: The Steinhardt Museum 
oſ NaturaƤ NƍǧtorȚϾ ¹eƤ �ȓƍȓ ÀnƍȓerǧƍtȚ и¹�Àй

Implementation partner: Kishon River 
and Drainage Authority (KRDA)

Twinning case study: Yarkon Drainage Authority (YDA)

Website: in progress

Demonstration

 ӆ Type of restoration: Tzipori watershed restoration: 
restoration of a small Mediterranean stream 
(ca. 32 km), draining an intensively cultivated 
catchment in the Lower Galilee (Israel) from the 
Mountains of Nazareth to the Mediterranean Sea

 ӆ Size: watershed size: ca. 300 km2

 ӆ Location(s): Lower Galilee, Israel
 ӆ Value of the case: channel and riparian restoration, 
improvement of water quality (point and diffuse 
poƤƤutƍon ǧourŘeǧйϾ ſƤoȔ ŘonneŘtƍȓƍtȚ and ſƤoodpƤaƍn 
reconnection, biodiversity enhancement, nature-
based solution for flood protection, ground-water 
recharge, recreation and economic potential

 ӆ Stakeholders involved: governmental 
organƍǧatƍonǧ and NF~яǧϾ ƤoŘaƤ munƍŘƍpaƤƍtƍeǧϾ 
aŘademƍaϾ eŘoУtourƍǧmϾ ƤoŘaƤ Řommunƍtƍeǧ 
and farmers, philanthropic foundations

 ӆ Sectors involved: civil, public and business sectors
 ӆ Innovations being applied: ecohydrological restoration, 
watershed partnerships, remote sensing, continuous 
water quality monitoring, improving wildlife crossing  

Implemented within MERLIN

 ӆ Restoration measures: River floodplain 
restoration and reconnecting

 ӆ Size: 10 ha restored land, 1,25km restored 
river length, 2 barriers removed

 ӆ Scope: regional
 ӆ Vicinity: rural to peri-urban
 ӆ Stakeholders involved: agriculture, water authority, 
tourism, nature protection, academia

 ӆ Estimated costs: 2,100,000€ (including planning, 
monitoring and construction costs) + 48,000€ 
annual maintenance and monitoring costs

Lessons learnt
 Ӈ Use a structured workflow throughout 
restoration planning and implementation.
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